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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Hurd, Clement Harper 
RUN, RUN, RUN $1.25 


A bingity-bangity cat and dog chase which toddlers will love to follow in 
this exuberantly illustrated book. The little dog thought this was a good day for 
chasing a cat and so - down the street, and across, in a truck until the cat decided 
she would chase the dog, and so - up the street, and through coal chutes and windows, 
run, run, run. Full page black and white illustrations by the author of leaps and 
bounces all around the town. Simple, satisfying action. Board. (8/22) 


Simont, Marc Harper 
POLLY'S OATS $1.75 


* Some of the illustrations, by the author, of the wretched Polly will bring 
horse laughs;others squeals of sympathy, but all will call forth chuckles and delight. 
Polly's owner took fine care of his three prize horses, but to poor tired Polly, with 
only grass and hay to eat, and often left out in the rain, he gave not a thought, un- 
til a happy accident changes the course of Polly's life. Polly has all the mournful 

ae dignity of a Buster Keaton, and her story is a rollicking picnic of flying horse- 
feathers. The author's wonderful sketches are in black and white. Board. (8/22) 


Zion, Gene Harper 
ALL FALLING DOWN $1.75 


A large two-color picture book with one line text is all about things that 
fall - all things that is, except Jimmy who doesn't fall when Daddy tosses him up in 
the air because Daddy catches him. Lots of tantalizing details in the delicate, Iux- 
urious pictures by Margaret Bloy Graham, who illustrated the Jane Jonquil stories of 
Charles Norman. A peppering of red apples pops: out on the trees and falls:to the 
ground; leaves flutter down on small children and squirrels in the park; snow falls 
on a white, white hill. As fresh as country air with a bedtime pacingedown to falling 
things at the close of day. Board. (9/19) 


CLASSICS, REPRINTS, INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 


Baldwin, James, retold by Aladdin Books 
ROBINSON CRUSOE $2.00 


* A most successful retelling of the classic for the pre-junior high group, 
which skirts the pitfalls of the labryinthian sentence structure of the original and 
yet never weakens the excitement of the story. Sentences have been clipped to the 
quick and a straight, simple reportorial style emerges which is beautifully suited 
to the loving details of the ingenious castaway's busy existence. By all means intro- 

E duce the original first but keep this satisfying alternate in mind, especially for 
younger children of seven - even six. The illustrations in black and white are by 
Frederick T. Chapman. (9/10) 
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Harper 


Brown, Margaret Wise : 
LITTLE FUR FAMILY $1.75 V 





The new edition of this gentle little story is, we think, much more successful ie 1 
in its present simple form than in the furry novelty format in which it first appeared | 
in 1946. With the size expanded and the fur jacket removed this sleepy-time story, with 
its lovely, quiet text about a little fur child and his happy day, has the exquisitely | 

plored and detailed pictures by Garth Williams - deep, green woods, sunny streams and 
osy house. A soft lulling repetitious style is a perfect bridge between waking and | 


Bleep. Board. (9/5) . 


Weisgard, Leonard, pictures by Harper — 
THE FAMILY MOTHER GOOSE boxed $1.25 VY 


*Three little books of Mother Goose rhymes, in a lovely new presentation. Leon- 
ard Weisgard's illustrations in full color and black and white are wonderfully imagina- 


ive in design and use of soft, pearly colors, although literal enough to please the tra- 
litionalists. The three books - Motker Goose, Father Goose and Little Goose= are board 
pound and come boxed in a pretty réd container. (9/5) ,, 

BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Crampton, Gertrude Aladdin Books 
FURTHER POTTLEBY ADVENTURES library ed. $2.25; trade ed. $1.75 


-..and further whimsical nonsense in which the wacky family create their own 
honsensical problems and solve them in the usual Pottleby manner. There was the problem 

bf three wildly decorative home-manufactured haircuts, with which three male Pottlebys 

ere ashamed to leave the house to go to the barber; the trick played on Mother to teach 

her to swim; a Pottleby oil well which turned out to be a burst water pipe; some adven- # 
ures with a plump ghost; and other mis-advéntures. Illustrated by Anne M. Peck. Board 


n regular edition; library ed. cloth, (9/10) 





Relyea, Gladys Aladdin Books 
THE NIGHT THE STORM CAME library ed. $2.25; trade ed. $1.75 


*Just right for catching the thunder-storm fears of young children and substi- 
tuting an interest in the phenomena for a quick slide under the bed. Ricky was a little 
oy who loved noises, all noises, that is, except the grumbling of thunder. It is not 

until Ricky spends an exciting night with Uncle Steve in his lighthouse, and learns a- 

out storms, that Ricky finds he is no longer afraid, and likes the big booms and grum- 
ples, because he knows a lot about thunderstorms-more than his dog, Boxie, who still 
hides under the bed. Two-color illustrations by Scott MacLain. For timid souls. Board 


in regular edition; library ed. cloth. (9/10) 


Crowell 


Johnson, W. Ryerson 
GOZO'S WONDERFUL KITE $2.50 

An intriguing little fantasy about a Japanese youngster and a magic painting. 
\lthough times were hard in the village where Gozo and his father and mother lived, the 
family's hearts were very sad when it was decided that the lovely painting of wild’ 
reese which hung in Gozo's home must be sold. The painting was a very precious one for 
it had been painted long ago by a famous Japanese painter, and to Gozo, who had named 
one of the geese in the painting, it was very dear indeed. But no one knew how miracu- 
lous the painting was until Gozo flew the painting on his kite so that the picture geese @ 
could be with the wild geese, and one of the picture geese disappeared! The delightful 
doings which follow bring fame and money to Gozo and his family. Beguiling magic well 
tempered with a pleasant glimpse of a Japanese family. We have not seen the illustra- 


tions in color by Lois Lignell. (8/14) 
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Averill, Esther Harper 
WHEN JENNY LOST HER SCARF $1.50 


Fifth in the Jenny series, in which the modest little black cat not only re- 
covers her favorite red scarf, but is acclaimed by the Fire Department and the Cat 
Club for her spirit of unselfishness. Jenny wanted awfully to watch the fire at the 

Den of the Dogs were Pickles, the Fire Cat, was valiantly fighting the fire, and 
where her precious red scarf was cached. However, she decided to stay home and not 
hinder the work of the fire-fighters, and this fine attitude is rewarded with honors 
and a Cat Club picnic from the proceeds of the reward money. Again the delightful 
two-color illustrations by the author. (8/22) = 


Johnston, Eileen Harper 
JAMIE AND THE LITTLE RUBBER BOAT $1.25 


Although perhaps over-long for kindergarteners, first and second graders 
should find this latest Jamie adventure, with boats, to their liking. There were 
many boats in Uncle Matt's boathouse, all with different names and noises, but no one 
wanted to rent the little rubber boat which bobbed so disconsolately against the pier. 
But Jamie's brave rescue of Skeeter the kitten changes Uncle Matt's mind about the 
boat. Appealing illustrations in black and white and blue by Lys Cassal. Board 
bound, with a pint-size format. (8/8) 2 


Williams, Garth Harper 
THE ADVENTURES OF BENJAMIN PINK $2.00 ~- 


This fanciful tale about a small, gentlemanly rabbit and his sea-voyage ad- 
ventures ambles along, somewhat sleepily at times, but the animal characters encounter- 
ed on the way are enchanting creations. It was a wonderful day for Mr. Pink when, 
after being shipwrecked on an island, he finds a chest full of treasure. In spite of 
the warnings of an amused old turtle, Benjamin is determined to bring back his trea- 
sure to his village and do Good Works. A strange sojourn on an island of some happy- 
go-lucky monkeys and a failure to convince that wily old politician, Mayor Tom Cat, 
and his cronies that he has the treasure, turns Benjamin's mind to the simpler plea- 
sures. Illustrated by the author. (9/19) 

§ 


Far jeon, Eleanor Lippincott _ _ _., 
ELEANOR FARJEON'S POEMS FOR CHILDREN $26F5- O- 


A one volume selection from four volumes of poems previously published and 
several poems new to American readers, by the well-known British author of traditional 
stories and plays, and gentle, joyous poetry for children. Although at this time 
Miss Farjeon's poems seem disturbingly wee and winsome, mothers who have read the 
poems in their own childhood (the first volume represented here was published in 
1926) will wish to initiate their children in the elfin style of poetry which estab- 
lished these poems. The "meadow" poems seem most successful today - poems of sun- 
shine, trees, flowers, and long happy days. There are also poems about important 
events in a child's day and in his home - visitors, holidays, Christmas, friends 
playing together, and the mysteries of sleep, Mother and the wonder of God. Airy, 
lyrical and possessed of a sunny charm, although the idiom is somewhat outdated. 
(9/22) v 

& Brewton, Sara and John E., selected by Macmillan 
CHRISTMAS BELLS ARE RINGING $2.50 


A sparkling Christmas package for the carol and holly season. With selec- 
tions by Eleanor Farjeon, Rachel Field, Christina Rossetti, Marchette Chute, Elizabeth | 
Coatsworth, traditional rhymes, old favorites like "The Night Before Christmas", "The 
First Day of Christmas", "Hold, Men, Hold:” and "The Friendly Beasts", this collection 
has an intimate, joyous air. Christmas as a religious festival of great happiness, as 
an occasion for feasts and gifts, but most of all as a time for family traditions and 
fun, is lovingly celebrated. Attractively jacketed and illustrated by Decie Merwin. 


(9/11) 
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Glendinning, Margarite Whittlesey House 
GERTIE, THE HORSE WHO THOUGHT AND THOUGHP $2.25 
*Por a rather matronly horse with a wistful yearning after greener pastures, * 


Gertie has a lively sense of humor, and this story of her ups and downs is the chuck- 
ling kind. Gertie was not happy with Farmer McNab, fer in spite of her efforts to do 
the right thing, she was generally regarded as very stupid. It is not until she is 
sold to a hotel manager and becomes close friends with young Tommy, who teaches:her 
many wonderful things, that her chance comes to prove how really clever she is. With 
the illustrations by Louis Slobodkin this is a lively frolic. (9/19) 


EASY READING 
Fatio, Louise Aladdin Books 
ANNA THE HORSE library ed. $2.25; trade ed. $1.75. 


A delightful poke at the infuriating adult logic which rules out the pur- 
chase of a horse for the garage, with three color illustrations by Roger duVoisin. 
Sally loved all animals, and most of all she loved horses, but she couldn't make her 
father understand that horses were not an "a-nach-ro-nism” and that there was a great 
difference between owning a real live horse and an automobile. But father learns the 
value of a horse in a snowdrift, and Anna has a wonderful Christmas surprise. Large 
type for second year readers. Board for trade edition: lib. ed. cloth. (9/10) 


Granberg, Wilbur J. Aladdin Books 
JOHNNY WANTS TO BE A POLICEMAN $1.75 


*At last a book for elementary and intermediate school children which explains 
the work and organization of our police. In Johnny's tour of the police station, his. 
visits to a police school, a talk with the patrolman on his beat, a ride in a squad car * 
and chats with the friendly Captain, he learns many things about the extensive and thor- 
ough organization of the department which protects our lives and property. Boys par- 
ticularly will enjoy glimpses of the rigorous physical and educational training of the 
men at the police school, the intricacies of the radio room and maps, the many branches. 
of police work. Not only a fascinating survey of a glamorous occupation but a valuable 
incentive for the young citizen to take an interest in the prevention and cure of petty 
crime. Illustrated by Alison Cummings. Highly recomended for schools where second and 
third year readers may read it for themselves. (9/10) 





Marcher, Marion E, Aladdin Books 
BOB'S SUMMER SLEIGHRIDE library ed. $2.25; trade ed. $1.75 


A simple, easy-to-read story for second and third year readers about a mar- 
velous whaling excursion on which young Bob accompanies his brother and Captain Dave 
in a chase after a white whale off the East coast. More than anything Bob wanted to go 
after the white whale which was sighted near his parents' seashore summer cottage, and 
when he was allowed to go, he couldn't have guessed that he was to have not only a wild 
"sleighride" over the waves, but also his picture in the paper and that he was to be 
the one who sighted the whale: Exciting present-day adventure with spellbinding de- 
tails about whaling. The two-color illustrations by Steven Medvey slow down the live- 
liness of the subject. Board for trade ed: lib. ed. cloth. (9/10) 


McClung, Robert M. Morrow 
STRIPE: The Story of a Chipmunk $2.00 


A springtime-to-springtime story of the life of a chipmunk, told in a simple, * i 
understated style. Another in this publisher's series of easy to read and understand , 
nature books, it relies for its appeal on natural fact rather than on animal character- 

ization, Stripe's birth, nest life, his first introduction to the world, friends and ter- 

rible enemies, his building andtunnelling and some narrow escapes comprise a lively pic- 

ture of the average life of this busy little beast. The black and white sketches by the 

author are accurate and appealing, but the two color illustrations are garish and off- 

register. Second and third year reading. (9/19) 
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Smith, Irene Whittlesey House 
DOWN THE ROAD WITH JOHNNY $1.75 


A sunny, enjoyable little story for young readers, by the author of Lucky 
Days for Johnny, about a long, lovely summer's day which is jam-packed with busy doings. 
Young Johnny, who is spending two weeks of his summer vacation at his aunt and uncle's 
farm, didn't think he would ever get down the road to Brick Keller's house, for all 
the neighbors along the way seemed to have special errands and favors to ask of him. 
But there were lots of surprises on the way, many nice neighbors, and a pleasant, good 
feeling of helping people. Boyish illustrations by Kurt Wiese. Second and third 
year reading. 2) 


5 el EIGHT TO ELEVEN - Fiction 


Govan, Christine Noble Aladdin Books 
THE SURPRISING SUMMER | $2.25 


A sequel to The Pink Maple House of last year, about the bustling lives of 
little girls, their friends, play, secrets and surprises. In this story about Polly 
and Jenny's wonderful summer at the farm of Jenny's aunt and uncle, the problem of 
unhappy Tilly, a forlorn girl from a poor home and mean family, is disposed of, and 
the girls are thrilled to see their friend adopted by their kind host and hostess. 
In the meantime there is riding on the girls' own ponies, swimming, new friends, and 
an adventure with some baby skunks. High times little girls love to read about. 

The illustrations are again by Sari. (9/10) 


Steele, William 0. Aladdin Books 
THE GOLDEN ROOT $1.75 


Ni A warm family story set in a backwoods region of great trees, mountain 
streams and sunny days, which seems pretty much of a paradise for little boys and 
girls. In spite of the lovely place where they lived, however, the Menefees - Father, 
Mother, sprightly Granny, the baby, seven-year-old Ginnie, and ten-year-old David - 
were disconsolate over the loss of their cow, the blight of their crops, and the 
scarcity of grain. If only they could always be sure of enough to eat, and if only 
they could have lived in Kentucky where there were lots of people: It was a wonder- 
ful day, especially to Ginnie, however, where company came in the person of a French 
botanist who told them about the riches to be gained by collecting the little yellow | 
roots of the ginseng plant. Father scoffs, but it is the children's perseverance. 
which wins the family a journey to Kentucky. The period is post-Revolution. TIllus- 
trations by Fritz Kredel. (9/10) 


Weber, Alma B., et al Aladdin Books 
COONSKIN FOR A GENERAL: Stories of $3.00 


Great American Cities 


A collection of brief stories by different authors which celebrate early 
histories and stirring events in the pasts of some of our great cities. Although 
cities of the West and mid-West are favored, and the national groups involved are 
mainly of English, Seoteh, French and Dutch extraction, the range of periods and 
events is wide-whaling from the new city of Hudson; integration of discouraged 
French farmers into life in the city of Dallas; a flood in Denver; the San Francisco 
earthquake; a Tea Party in Boston; the rebuilding of the city of Atlanta after the 
destruction by Sherman's men; etc. In all, young, idealistic boys and girls figure 
prominently, but young readers may sniff out the educational motive and decide that 

this is too much of a good thing. Illustrated by Kurt Werth. (9/10) 


Orton, Helen Fuller | Lippincott 
MYSTERY OVER THE BRICK WALL $1.75 V 


Although this mystery may seem too slight for even the devoted Orton follow- 
ing, one cannot underestimate the power of those last chapters with glowingly happy 
people, reunited and all problems solved. Lew and Vi found themselves separated from 
the neighbors beside their new house by a great brick wall. A meeting with a run-away 
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boy, a friendship with a lonely girl who lived with a stern aunt in the big house behind 
he brick wall, prompts Lew and Vi to improve neighborly relations. A reward in terms of 
new friends and the bitter aunt buttered ends the story. The sketches are by Robert 


Doremus. (9/19) Y oe 


MacGregor, Ellen Whittlesey House - 
MISS PICKERELL GOES TO MARS $2.0075 


* As a cheerful bridge from television's bloodcurdling inter-planetary wars to a 
sounder scientific base which marks good science fiction, this story of a bright-eyed 
little lady and an unexpected trip to Mars, is that happy mixture of fantastic adventure 
and popping nonsense children will enjoy to the hilt. Miss Pickerell, heartily relieved 
to be going home from a vacation to her peaceful cottage and more peaceful pasture; was 
utraged to encounter an outgoing space ship nestled in the pasture. How Miss Pickerell 
finds herself an unwilling passenger and is catapulted to Mars, and how the wiry little 
woman becomes a popular member of the crew as she bustles around to set a floating table 
within the space ship, suggests methods for landing, and saves a.life, makes a lively 
iovelty. Fact and fancy in a new venture for this age group. Delightful sketches by 
Paul Galdone. (9/19) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN - Non-fiction 


Driggs, Howard R. Aladdin Books 
NICK WILSON: Pioneer Boy $1.75 


* All young cowboys are familiar with the perils and unusual attractions of cast- 
ing lots with the Western Indian tribes of the pioneer days, and this re-telling of the 
boyhood adventures of the frontiersman, Nick Wilson, is absorbing reading. When some 
Shoshone Indians offered ten-year-old Nick a pinto pony if he would come live with then, 
Nick could see few objections, and ‘became a member of the Shoshone tribe, devoted to 
his Indian mother and her son the Chief. Making Indian friends, participating in the 
work and play, attending a pow-wow where he had the dubious honor of being the only white & 
boy present, and learning the Indian ways, result in a busy few years,after which Nick 
returns to his family. A first-rate frontier story. Illustrated by L.F. Bjorklund. (9/10) 


Bleeker, Sonia Morrow 
THE SEA HUNTERS: Indians of the Northwest Coast $2.00 


* A fresh, entertaining addition to the series about our Indian-Americans by the 

author of Indians of the Longhouse and The Apache Indians, Prime mover behind many of 

he important ceremonies and determiner of the yearly cycle in these Indian cultures, is 
of course the natural environment which supplies food, clothing and shelter, and the au- 

thor devotes several chapters to the exacting, daring and ingenious method by which these 
Indians of the coast fished and hunted for salmon and the animals of the sea. Through 
glimpses of the daily work and play of various members of the community, the author rounds 
out the picture of the early tribal organization. There is also a chapter about the re- 
cent history of these people, and a delightful re-creation of some winter ceremonials. _ 
Again the fine illustrations by Althea Karr. Libraries and schools should not overlook | 
this excellent series. (9/19) 





Reed, W. Maxwell Morrow 
PATTERNS IN THE SKY: $2.50 
The Story of the Constellations 


An attractive combination of legend and first steps in accurate star gazing 
vith sky maps to aid in observation. With an introductory chapter about the myths of ; r st 
Greece and Rome and the nomenclature of constellations, the author plunges into an ex- : | 
planation of the difficult concepts of astronomical computations which involve "“imagin- ee 
ary lines" such as the zodiac, and the celestial equator. The bulk of the text, how- 
ever, treats the major constellations in turn, describing the formations and telling 
che stories which myth and legend have built around them. Two star charts are included ; | 
‘or each constellation - one with a dotted outline of the mythical character for which | 
the constellation was named, and the other a white-on-black representation of how the 
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stars look to us in the sky. An ideal companion for summer evenings, this is primar- 
ily a lure to come outdoors and see for yourself. The charts are by D.F. Levett 


Bradley. (9/5) 


Zim, Herbert Morrow 
GOLDEN HAMSTERS $2.00 


* Some history, lots about care and breeding and an important warning in this 
all-'round handbook for background knowledge about the latest addition to the home 
menagerie. Did you know that all the hamsters in captivity in Europe and America are 
offspring of one litter collected in Syria in 1930? This awesome talent for repro- 
duetion in captivity, plus their cleanliness and interesting habits have made the 
little rodents a popular pet. The author devotes the bulk of the book to the very 
Simple methods of eare and feeding with a prod to amateur naturalists to observe 
and learn. There is also a healthy admonition to avoid releasing hamsters to start 
wild colonies which would soon spread and be an agricultural menace. The informative 
and appealing sketches in black and white by Herschel Wartik make this a most attrac- 
tive book, sure to please at the peak of the hamster craze. (8/8) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - Fiction 


Lyons, Dorothy Harcourt, Brace 
DARK SUNSHINE $2.50 


A cheery and somewhat implausible story of how a young lady with polio con- 
qQuers her fears and most of her physical disability. When Blythe Hyland moved with 
her family to their Arizona ranch, she was pale and listless. When the almost vi- 
sionary prospect of riding again arises, however, Blythe learns that a will makes 
a way. Further developments, when she gentles the lovely wild mare, Dark Sunshine, 
for her own; success in school; the wherewithal for a musical education presented 
to her by the man whose life she saves, and a cheerful disposition aceount for 
Blythe's eventually healthy outlook and the end of the crutehes. The solution is 
too simple for horseless, school-less sufferers, but the tone is wholesome, the ad- 
venture diverting. The black and white sketches are by Wesley Dennis. (8/23) 


Kjelgaard, Jim Holiday House 
FIRE-HUNTER $2.50 


Kjelgaard action set in prehistoric times in which a pair of banished out- 
casts manage to live in the wilderness, and while surviving invent several centuries 
of implements within a breathlessly short period of time. Both Hawk, the Chief Spear- 
Maker, deserted by the tribe for daring to use a strange new spear thrower, and the 
girl, Willow, abandoned because of her crippling wound, expected certain death with- 
out the tribe. However, working together the two establish shelters, Hawk fights 
terrible beasts, escapes death many times, and Willow evolves some bright ideas 
about water-containers, chimneys, and a string for the spear-thrower which turns 
out to be a bow for Hawk's little spears. Although much of the reeonstruction is 
by guess and by golly, this is a splendid adventure story. Illustrations by Ralph 


Ray. (9/15) 


Malvern, Gladys Longmans, Green 
BEHOLD YOUR QUEEN! $2.50 


A colorful and extravagant presentation of the Bible story of Esther, by 
the author of Ann of Old New York and Eric's Girls. Although necessarily imposing 
modern character appraisals and a few sentimental reflections upon the ¢@ramatis. per- 
sonae’, the author has missed none of the turbulent drama in the story of a great 
queen who saved her people from annihilation, and has added some minor climaxes of 
her own. From the moment when Hadassah, a Jewish girl from Babylon, is chosen to 
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be a candidate for marriage to the Persian king, Ahasuerus; through the marriage, ele- 
gant seclusion as queen, conspiracies, and first knowledge of the plans of vicious Prime 
Minister Haman to massacre the Jews; to the feast given by Esther (as she is now known) 
to expose Haman and save her people, there are no lulls, no relaxing of tension. There 
are to be sure, some overripe passages in which full advantage is taken of the voluptuous 
Mediterranean background, but this is on the whole, fine story-telling. Decorations by 
Corinne Malvern. Note new publisher. (9/26) | 


Vetter, Marjorie, fd. Longmans, Green 
| ON MY HONOR , $2.75 
Twenty stories selected from The American Girl magazine, all of which illus- 
trate points of honor in a@ moral discipline expected of Girl Scouts and all good’ citi- 
zens. Tolerance, generosity, responsibility, sacrifice, and good sportsmanship bring a- 
bout happy endings in these stories of teen-agers, their school activities, homes, dates 
and friends. Pleasant reading, if elementary, although there is one story about the ad- 
justment of a blind girl to her new life with a See Eye dog which is most appealing. 


Recommended for Scout libraries, clubs, camps. 9) 
(O-3 

Hinkle, Thomas C. Morrow 

TAN: A Wild Dog $2.00 


Tan, the wild-bred dog, is reclaimed both as pet and wolf dog from the plains 
f Kansas in this routine animal yarn. When twelve-year-old Jim, his brother Sam, Link 
Martin, and Charly Mack discover that there is a huge dog at large near the ranch house, 
Jim declares he must have the big dog for his own. Tan is captured once and escapes, but 
later Jim gentles him into a devoted pet and Tan proves himself a gallant wolf fighter. 
The author's background is well drawn, but the story of Tan's domestication is more op- 
timistic than realistic. Dependable Hinkle. (9/19 


Gage, Joseph H. Winston 
THE BECKONING HILLS: Land of the Free Series $2.50 


It is unfortunate, that in his eagerness to hasten the Italian hero's rise to 
prosperity in America, the author has neglected characterization and rarely encourages 
the plot to thicken sufficiently for more than casual interest. Diego Maso presumably 


leaves his native Arca at sixteen with his brother Carlo for America. Although contact- . 


jing his farmer brother, Vittore, in California, Diego sets off on his own as a lumber- 

jack where he meets his friend, Cino, whose family welcomes him. There are discouraging 
incidents, including narrow escapes from a demented man who hates Diego, but the noble 

hero at last obtains land on which he expects to improve upon a variety of grape. The 

story could do with some humor, and less pretentiousness in the telling. Illustrations 
by Floyd Torbert. (9/17) 


Lundy, Jo Evalin Winston 
SEEK THE DARK GOLD: JLand of the Free Series $2.50 


Wilderness adventure at the time of the fur trading ventures of John Jacob As- 
tor in the Columbia River territory of 1812. Alan Macgregor, an adventurous young Scot 
from Albany, yearned to go with Astor's fur trappers, not only for the sake of adventure, 
but to find his lost brother, Hugh, believed dead in the wilderness. The dangers of the 
rivers and forests in the outpost camps, dealings with friendly and hostile Indians, and 
savage rivalry between American traders and those loyal to the British are the cause of 
hair-raising adventure as Alan signs with Astor's group as a gardener. Alan also discov- 
ers his brother Hugh in grim and ppy cir¢umstances. Reliable adventure, although 
there is more emphasis on scalps than Scots. Illustrated by Edward Shenton. (9/17) 
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Spencer, Cornelia Aladdin Books 


SEVEN THOUSAND ISLANDS: The Story of the $2 .00 
Philippines 


An informative and pleasantly intimate portrait of the people of the Philip-~- 
pine islands and their long fight for freedom and peace, focussed through the life 
story of one of her great patriots, Carlos Romulo. Although Carlos Romulo, as a boy, 
had learned to be suspicious of the Americans, who had established themselves upon 
Philippine soil after they had taken the land from the ruling Spanish, and against 
whom his father had fought as a guerilla fighter, he soon realized that with growing 
understanding comes recognition of common ties and a desire to take advantage of the 
new way of life the Americans offered. Through education and travel abroad, writing 
and press work, military posts and as leader of the Philippine Delegation to the U.N., 
Romulo became known as a champion, not only of Philippine nationalism, but as a work- 
er for understanding between his country and the United States and all nations. The 
author's approach is comparatively free of Pollyana-ism, and the sections devoted to 
the early history of the people, the years of Spanish and American rule, the horrors 
of recent Pacific war are well done. Map frontispiece. (9/10) 


Syme, Ronald Morrow, 
CORTES OF MEXICO $2 .50' 


* With the same narrative vigor and sense of immediacy which characterized 
the thrilling Bay of the North the author recreates the fabulous story of the fiery- 
blooded explorer who opened the rich valley of Mexico to European settlement. Here 
is a "daydream" cavalier - gay and indomitable in his many battles of wits with Don 
Diego in Cuba and some ingenious escapes from prison; fearless in his journey across 
the Gulf of Mexico, his dealings with friendly and hostile Indians, his treks through 
treacherous territory, and his push into Aztec territory and the glittering world of 
Montezuma. Bloody battles, death marches, and glimpses of new wonderful lands and 
peoples fill the pages. With the handsome sketches by William Stobbs, this is a 
dashing production, unusually valuable for supplementary reading in history. (9/19) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Benjamin, Nora Harper 
REMEMBER THE VALLEY $2.50 


A plush but unusual and entertaining treatment of divorce as it affects a 
teen-age girl and her relationships with the opposite sex. Sharon, living in a Nevada 
hotel while her mother was awaiting the final decision on her divorce, was caught in . 
a depressing tangle of desires and fears. Anguished and then dismayed at the inevi- 
tability of the divorce, turning first on one parent and then another, withdrawn and 
miserably solitary, nervous and suspicious of men, Sharon had yet to learn to bridge 
the chasm between possessive childhood and independent adulthood. Taciturn, big- 
brotherly Bruce, the erstwhile bronc-buster, supplies the answer in the form of a 
generous, understanding love with marriage in the air, and Sharon feels she has reach- 
ed a maturity in which she is able to make her own decisions. We do quarrel with the 
author's solution: Sharon's love for Bruce smacks of father transference, dnd we 
doubt that a trustworthy swain, and the luxurious pleasures for divoreees and their 
offspring are available to the majority of children of divorce, but this is an ab- 
sorbing story which scores some vital points. (9/19) 


Finney, Gertrude E. Longmans; Green 
SLEEPING MINES $2.50 


Mystery and romance in the Montana mining country pace this pleasant story 
for teen-age girls. The Claremore family finances were in a shrivelled condition since 
the death of Mr. Claremore, owner and operator of the once-famous Rex mine. Determined 
to make one last effort at a strike, Susan, a college junior, persuades her reluctant 
mother and languid sister, Isobel, to camp near the mine during the summer. While ex- 
ploring aimlessly and inexpertly near the mine, Susan uncovers clues which point to 
the fact that her father before he died had discovered a rich vein, and with the help 
of handsome Darris Fleetwood, a mining engineer, and her father's partner, competing 
outlaws are routed and the vein is found. An entertaining combination of mine-light 
and roses. (9/26) 
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Scholz, Jackson Morrow 
FULLBACK FOR SALE $2.50 
In his latest football yarn Mr. Scholz reviews the trials of a scholarship ee 


football player who must constantly buck the gilt-edged meddling of his alumnus sponsor. 

Mike Hardy, his friend Cal Cooper, and a new-found comrade, ever-hungry Sam Yoder, find 

that being on the team of Stratton University meant, if you were a scholarship man, be- 

ing on the rich Mr. Colburn's breadline - for tuition, board and even spending money. 

Mike finds that he is not the only one to resent the well-meaning but oppressive patron- 

age of Mr. Colburn, as the team itself is crumbling because of Colburn's gratuitous 

coaching over the head of the coach. But the boys, and later the team, declare their in- 
dependence. In the meantime, plenty of good football action, in which Mike beats his 
rival to a fulltime fullback spot. (9/19) 


Hall, Marjory William Sloane 
LINDA CLAYTON $2.50 


A golden girl goes to New York and makes good for no discernible reason which 
we dan see, in a sleek slick whose only value lies in some career information about con- 
sumer research. It doesn't take Linda long to transfer her worldly goods from‘her great- 
aunt's apartment on Riverside Drive to a keen little apartment in keen little Greenwich 
Village. After one discouragement, work in research shapes up, and four- count ‘em - 
four possible swains materialize. David is old stuff, Steve is plain stuff, Carl is from 
a different social background but novelist-Tuck ... is just Tuck, and makes the grade. 
Forget it. (9/20) 


NON~FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Ray, Randolph - éd. World 
100 GREAT RELIGIOUS POEMS $2.00 


This should find a special niche in schools and young people's groups in which 
inspirational poetry is often included in formal and informal assemblies. Collected by 
the rector of the "Little Church Around the Corner", the selections include favorite Bi- 
ble passages, poems now set to music for hymns, poems by great religious poets, Negro 
spirituals and some moderns. A useful and dependable collection. (Full report on P. 315) 


(8/31) 





BOOKS OF INTEREST TO PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Graeffe, Arnold Didier Harper 
CREATIVE EDUCATION IN THE HUMANITIES $3.00 


Specifically for a college audience, but stimulating reading for high school 
teachers with an eye toward experimentation is this review of the possibilities and. prob- 
lems involved in the venture to integrate the humanities courses in colleges and univer- 
sities. The author suggests a wide variety of methods, based on results of his own work, 
and with the assumption that the peculiar aims and potentialities of the humanities 
courses contain the impetus to intelligent integration with an eye to evolving the great- 
est benefit to the student's successful adjustment to his social and civic environment. | 
(Full report on P. 313) (8/22) 


Torelle, Ellen Knopf | 
YOUR CHILD'S GROWTH, HEALTH AND HAPPINESS $3.00 gee 


A lenient, liberal approach in this book which treats some of the more techni- 
cal, scientific facts about child development. Physiological and personality development | 
and specific physical and training needs are discussed in detail. There is also a year 
by year chart of skills and needs. For the more thprough:. parent since the coverage 
has a scientific stress. (Full report on P. 311) (8/20) 





